ravages of alcohol. Several waves of prohibitionist senti swept the country in the nineteenth and early twentieth tunes, culminating in a surge of political action in the firs decades of this century. By 1916, 23 states had passed (m by referendum) prohibitionist laws of various kinds. Fina 1920, after years of skilled single-issue politicking led b; Anti-Saloon League, the 18th Amendment extended prc tion to the nation as a whole.
Prohibition and the Alcoholism Movement
The 18th Amendment, drafted by the Anti-Saloon Leag 1917 and ratified by the states in 1919, reads: "After one from the ratification of this article the manufacture, si transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the imporl thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United J and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for bev purposes is hereby prohibited." Close inspection of this \ ing reveals an interesting point. The amendment prohibits the manufacture, sale, and transportation of intoxicating erages, not their possession, consumption, or home pr tion. This division was a foreshadowing of the difficult come. According to Aaron and Musto, "The 18th Amend . . . was so full of compromise and disparity as to be 'am ious' rather than 'dry.' "
The Anti-Saloon League and other temperance societie a specific reason for trying to ban only the commerce of ala beverages. They felt that once saloons and other drinking b were swept away, the taste for liquor would gradually di "According to Prohibitionist doctrine," write Aaron and IV "Americans had once been pure. A nefarious trade had r< people of their reason and corrupted domestic and soc tegrity. The 18th Amendment represented a millennial trii inaugurating personal self-restraint and national solidari Nevertheless, even the temperance societies realized th; transformation would not occur overnight. The amencrapidly that they prompted Alexis de Toc-queville's observation that America was a nation of joiners. By 1835, note Aaron and Musto, 1.5 million of America's 13 million citizens "had vowed never to consume ardent spirits again."
